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WASHI INFORMS LIFE - Experience Washi, Architectural Parchment
Washi for Interiors (Tapestry, Lighting Wall hanging etc...)

After the shocking events of 9.11, | strongly sensed that people were
seeking something that would bring peacefulness to their lives, and so |
came up with the idea of incorporating Washi paper into design as a
means of creating a visually calming place in which to live.

The Japanese have used paper for hundreds of years for many
purposes. Paper was originally created as a record keeping media on
the continent and then brought cross the ocean to Japan. Once it
reached Japan, the Japanese quickly realized paper’s full potential and
reimagined it as a building material. For over 500 years, paper has been
put to use in interiors and exteriors for doors, partitions, room dividers,
lampshades, wall coverings, scrolls, as well as fans, umbrellas, and
clothing. Japanese houses were literally made with wood and paper.

My washi art for doors and Japanese traditional fusuma doors have a
number of similarities. They use continuous patterns throughout the
doors and create a mural. In addition, closet doors can transform
ordinary storage space into a private gallery. Living with washi is
embodying art and craft. It affects your mind and life style. llluminated
washi gives you the same dramatic feeling as paper lamp shades.

People in New York have gradually come to understand and appreciate
the beauty and value of interiors infused with Washi. | believe that the
right living environment can imbue your mind with a soothing sense of
well-being and that, through the medium of Washi, | can create serene
spaces that heal your life.

Hiro Odaira
May 2013
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Our feature Washi is unique
in that each individual parch-
ment is handmade; therefore,
no single sheet is exactly the

same. Each sheet has the ca- = %
pability to vary in dimension, © /i S

color, and design.
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art al[ery, NYC TV Japan studio, NYC




Unlike other Washi works, the featured wall boundle

parchments have the most versatility in terms of  parchm

design. Each example is meant to showcase the
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ILLUMINATED WASHI -~ .

WASHI WITH ILLUMINATION
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art gallery, NYC

private residence, NYC
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Washi parchment is coarse but not entirely transparent, even

Japanese confectionary store, NYC

though a strong amount of light may diffuse through the material.

The illuminated wall is special in that the LED lights used to illumi-
nate the parchment may be placed in any direction or area
around the parchment for added lighting effects. The light really
infuses any space with warmth, and earthy tones, reminiscent of
nature.



Japanese confectionary store, NYC




meditation room, NYC
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DOORS & SLIDING PANELS

WASHI LAMMINATED GLASS DOORS & Fl%SUMA




private residence, NY

Doors & Sliding Panels

Each door and sliding panel is known in Japan as Shoji screens. They
come in various shapes and designs ranging from simple to intricate pat-
terns, oftentimes depicting an image or story of nature. Because our
screens allow for maximum privacy and openness, they are highly useful

private-residenoe NI and incredibly beautiful decorations.
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art gallery, NYC

Michener Art Museum, PA
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ROOM DIVIDERS & SCREENS

WASHPROOM PARTITION e S
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“Asia Week 2016 At Sotheby’s, NYC . -
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space as well as introduce more
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private residence, NYC
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private residence, Singapore

Our lighting shades come in the a variety of shapes and sizes. Some
can even substitute as candle shades. Because of the translucency of
Washi parchment, the light that diffuses through isn't harsh and of-
ten reflects the design patterns onto the furniture surfaces. The
shades are also available in three dimensional volumes without any

frames or added support.
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ICFF 2010, NYC
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Japanese restaurant, Las Vegas private residence, NYC



Japanese restaurant, Miami, FL
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TEA CULTURE OF JAPAN

CHANOYU PAST AND PR ENT

Japanese restaurant, Tokyo, Japan



Playa Vik Hotel Jose Ignacio, Uruguay
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Japanese restaurant, NYC
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Japanese restaurant, NYC
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Japanese hlbachl restaurant, NY
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Columbia University, NYC
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Japanese hibachi restaurant, NY
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Our window treatments mainly come cﬁ}:blinds or panels that shield

from harmful UV rays. Some are adjustable, and can act similarly to
our doors screens. An application of fire-retardant and water-resistant
e . applicator is available with the Washi parchment for a more durable

material.




restaurant dining area, NYC
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HIRO ODAIRA
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Hiro Odaira (www.hiroodaira.com) the creator of Washi Art, which is made from a

sustainable harvested plant fiber and presents an ethereghbé@iifyfe"anyssetting for
\ -

tured walls, screens, doors, tables, amongst others® His®work ely-handc

upon 500-yea‘>|d traditional techniques preferred by the Emperors of Japan. Ho

£

traditional methods of applying Washi uses Washi as fﬁedp.Fla}Sp?oach of the arfwe
extremely unique due to its flexibility and ability to wark’in canc

ert'with various types of sur-

roundings and projects. Washi media encompasses the client’s outlook and input
schemes, di nsions, textures,patterns and any other speci m"c‘fﬁe artwork i

with no ado’ec\acids r chemicals, and produce ions. The pigments consi N
dyes, stone, a ninjuice, ver y metal powder is used. 5 ’:
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